Balloon catheter occlusion for cavernous carotid artery injury during transsphenoidal hypophysectomy. Case report.
During transsphenoidal hypophysectomy for pituitary ablation in a patient with disseminated breast cancer, brisk arterial hemorrhage occurred during separation of adhesions between the pituitary gland and the wall of the cavernous sinus. Hemorrhage was controlled by placement of a Prolo balloon catheter into the internal carotid artery (ICA) that occluded the site of hemorrhage. The patient experienced no neurological sequelae. The cervical ICA was easily exposed for insertion of this double-lumen catheter. With the image intensifier already in position, injection of contrast material through the arteriography lumen allowed precise localization of the site of injury and directed positioning of the balloon for control of the hemorrhage.